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rates be made with more equality in cities and trading towns , . . especially the former,
where the greatest number of poor usually residing together in the suburbs or out-parishes
are very serviceable by their labours to the rich in carrying on their trades, yet when age or
sickness or a numerous family makes them desire relief, their chief dependence must be on
people but one step above their own conditions, by which means those out-parishes are
more burthened in their parishes than the in-parishes are, tho* much richer, and is
one reason why they are so ill-inhabited, no one caring to come to a certain charge; and
this is attended with another ill-consequence, the want of better inhabitants makes way for
those disorders which easily grow among the poor.' (An Essay on Trade *. ., 1695, pp.
167-8.)
The enormously heavy burden of poor rates in the eastern parishes attracted the atten-
tion of Colquhoun, who became a police magistrate for the Tower Hamlets in 1792 (a
time of great distress in the silk trade), where he pointed out that 'the lower classes ...
are compelled to contribute largely to the fund for supporting the poor from the daily
pittance which arises from labour ... while in almost every other part of the metropolis,
as the rich form a considerable proportion of the inhabitants ... the burden does not
attach. And thus it happens that in Spitalfields and Mile End New Town from five
shillings in the pound are paid ... and after all extremely inadequate to the wants of the
poor, while St George's Hanover Square and St Marylebone paying only two shillings to
two and sixpence in the pound, and the poor are abundantly fed, while the labouring
people in that part of the town are eased of a heavy burden.* (An Account of a Meat and
Soup Charity established in the Metropolis in ... , 1797, p. 4 n.)
In 1743 it was urged in favour of making the hamlet of Bethnal Green into a parish,
that many of the better sort had departed to the impoverishment of the place because
* dissoluteness of morals and a disregard for religion have greatly increased, too apparent
in great numbers of the younger and poorer sort of inhabitants.' (C.J. 10 and 12 January
1742—3.) See below, notes n and 12.
(7)	Customs and Privileges of the Manors of Stepney and Hackney. .. 1736. (Confirmed
21 Jas/I.)
These manors had long been held by the bishops of London, In 1550 Bishop Ridley
surrendered them to Edward VI, who granted them to Lord Wentworth, the Lord
Chamberlain. They were sequestered during the Protectorate, but after the Restoration
the Wentworth family regained the manor of Stepney but not that of Hackney, which
became the property of the Tyssen family (afterwards Tyssen-Amherst). H. G. C. All-
good, A History of Bethnal Green, 1894.
 (8)	Middlesex Records, 6 September 1784 (typescript Calendar). Their factiousness lay
in their having * sixteen large public conventicles as big as most churches' and persisting
in holding private meetings when the conventicles had been suppressed. (This statement
of the Justices was printed.)
 (9)	Archenholtz, Picture of England^ p. 119.
(10)	Crace Collection in British Museum, Maps, surveys of the parish of Stepney
(including the hamlets) and separate surveys of Bethnal Green and Limehouse, by Joel
Gascoyne in 1703.
The streets, courts and yards of Bethnal Green which are so closely packed that
they have to be indicated (on a scale of 150 yards to the inch) by numbers and a key
are:
Cock Lane,	King's Head Court
Sunn Court	Crown Court
Holland's Rents

